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April 2024 Newsletter  



 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

“Resurrection Sunday”, also called Easter, was a 

very delightful day for all of us. From awakening 

early for the sunrise service, the breakfast, then 

the celebration Sunday service of the risen Lord 

Jesus Christ! Plus, all the other activities that took 

place Easter Sunday, as well as having company 

at our homes. Perhaps we also have different 

stories about last Sunday with other people that 

we can cherish as signs of Easter Sunday. 

 

This month, however, I want to call your attention 

to the following subject in the Bible. The letter to 

the Ephesians in chapter 6:18-20 says, “Pray in the 

Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. 

To that end keep alert and always persevere in 

supplication for all the Saints.” It was very relevant 

for the First Century Christian church in Ephesus to 

listen to the instructions of the Apostle Paul in 

relationship to prayer. It is the duty of every 

Christian to be connected to God Almighty. We 

ought to pray for all the Saints, with the Holy Spirit, 

and in supplication for all who are part of the 

body of Christ. This is something that should be 

applied to all Christians since the foundation of 

the church. 

 

To pray in the Spirit is to communicate with God in 

the language of God. One needs to pray 

according to the will of God. This prayer should 

be done always, in all circumstances, with 

supplication. If we enter God’s throne, we must 

be humble before His Holy Presence. We are not 

going to demand from God, but instead, we must 

pray in the Spirit of supplication to God, the 

Father. 

 

We enter into God’s presence as beggars, who 

are supplicating the Lord. He is the Lord, and we 

are part of His creation. Paul says, “To that end 

keep alert and always persevere in supplication 

for all the Saints.” We are serving God in the 

battlefield of this world and since we are part of 

God’s army, we are not alone in this battlefield. 

We need to be constantly praying and always 

persevering in supplication for all the saints. 

 

Praying all the time in the Spirit helps us to focus 

on God and not on external circumstances that 

may take our eyes away from the source of all 

divine power, wisdom, and love. God is the 

source that provides the energy and resources 

that empower us to succeed in the tasks we have 

before us. We need to keep in touch with God 

throughout our spiritual fight. This fight is not about 

“self” preservation. We are in the company of 

many saints. Many of them are going through 

similar or worse conflicts than we are facing 

today. 

 

Consequently, we need to pray for all the Saints, 

who are part of the body of Christ. Of course, we 

don’t know the names of all the Christians living 

on planet earth, but God knows all of them. We 

move from Christmas to Good Friday and from 

then to Easter. After Easter we are moving toward 

Pentecost. During this period of time as the 

church moves forward toward Pentecost, we 

need to serve God and to conquer the saints 

whom God brings and needs to call through us. 

 

Prayer will help us to have clear minds about 

God’s intentions for the world. It is never about us. 

Rather, it is about the will of God for the world 

and prayer will help us to be focused on the 

target. 

Happy Spring! 

Pastor Rey Diaz 

 

 



(Tentative – Schedule Subject to Change) 

April 7, 14, 21 and 28:  
8:00 AM – Worship at Fennimore UMC 

LIVE on Facebook (@fennimoreumc) 

11:00 AM – Worship at Stitzer UMC  

LIVE on Facebook (@stitzerumc) 

 

6:30 PM – Sunday Evening Worship at Fennimore  

 

April 2024 

Article by Kim Cathman  

  
“Welcome April. New month, new chapter, new 

page, and new wishes. May the month give you 

courage, strength, confidence, patience, self-

love, and inner peace. May every day in April fill 

your days with hope, love, sunshine, and energy.” 

“April brings the promise of new beginnings. 

Wishing you infinite joy and abundance.”  

 

March seemed true to itself with the weather, it 

was cold, then warm, some rain, a little sleet, and 

snow, cold, then warm again … sometimes all in 

one day.  

 

Let’s hope April is a bit more to our liking.  Get 

those seeds ordered, check out the flowers that 

popped early in March, and get outside to enjoy 

the fresh spring air!  

 

Life around here is moving again, after a long 

winters visit. Enjoy! 

  

News: 

 We last met on February 29th and eight ladies 

were in attendance.  Reports on the Depot 

Exchange work and Creation Team were 

discussed.  

 

Workers are always needed at the Depot.   Give 

them a call and let them know you wish to help.  

The Creation Team met in March and worked on 

two covers.  Thank you to Doris Monroe! She is a 

blessing as she is always willing to give the covers 

that finishing touch   We put three new covers out 

and will add more in the next month.  We have 

two larger ones due to be tied in April. We will be 

meeting on the 22nd and 23rd of April 

(4th Monday/Tuesday, not the third 

Monday/Tuesday). 

  

Our next meeting is the last Wednesday in 

April.  We’ll discuss the Salad Luncheon, which will 

be towards the beginning of August this year due 

to the special start date for the school year. Also, 

we’ll discuss VBS support. 

  

APRIL: The etymology behind the word “April” 

comes from the verb “aperire,” which means “to 

open.” It’s commonly believed that the word 

refers to the season of trees and flowers 

beginning to “open” or bloom. 

 

April Showers Bring May Flowers 

When the month of April rolls around and you 

notice it raining outside, this is one phrase you're 

likely to hear. 

 

Historians believe this phrase may date back to a 

1610 poem, which contained the lines "Sweet 

April showers, do spring May flowers." A 

longer phrase, "March winds and April showers 

bring forth May flowers," has also been traced 

back to 1886. 

 

The reference to April showers likely originated in 

the United Kingdom or Ireland, where the month 

of April tends to be especially rainy because of 

the position of the jet stream. The cooler climate 

in these areas also tends to push back 

the appearance of many flower species to late 

April and early May. 

 

April Facts … 
Look to the Skies: A The solar eclipse is coming 

on Monday, April 8. Here in Wisconsin, we will 

possibly see a partial eclipse. To see a total 

eclipse, the closest to us, I believe, is Carbondale, 

Illinois from 12:45 CDT to 2:02 CDT 

 

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-did-april-fools-day-begin
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/do-april-showers-really-bring-may-flowers
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/do-april-showers-really-bring-may-flowers
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/do-april-showers-really-bring-may-flowers
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/do-april-showers-really-bring-may-flowers
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-much-rain-can-a-cloud-hold
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-is-a-jet-stream
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/do-april-showers-really-bring-may-flowers


Once you've made your shadow box, bought 

your glasses and figured out how to make the 

time to watch the eclipse, there's still one thing 

that could make your celestial viewing all for 

nothing — the weather. 

 

A rainy or cloudy day on April 8 and that's it, 

you've missed out on the total eclipse. And, 

another won't happen in the contiguous U.S. until 

Aug. 23, 2044. So, it's either sunny skies or you're 

waiting 20 years. 

 

April is a great month for meteor showers. One of 

which is the Lyrids meteor shower, which appears 

from April 16th to April 26th each year. There’s 

another one called the Eta Aquariids meteor 

shower that can be seen onwards from April 21st. 

There are quite a few notable historical people 

born in April, such as Leonardo da 

Vinci, Shakespeare, and Queen Elizabeth II. 

On April 14, 1912, the famous Titanic ship hit an 

iceberg and sank on her first and only voyage. 

George Washington was inaugurated as the First 

President of the United States on April 30, 1789. 

 

From the 1996 FUMC Cookbook 
 

Rhubarb Oatmeal Bars – Beverly Jean Porter 

CRUST: 

½ Cup Chopped Nuts                                  

1 ½ Cup Flour 

1 ½ Cup Oatmeal                              

1 Cup Shortening 

1 Cup Brown Sugar                         

¼ tsp Baking Soda 

¼ tsp Salt 

 

FILLING: 

3 Cups Chopped Rhubarb             

¼ Cup Water 

1 ½ Cup Sugar                                  

1 tsp Vanilla 

2 Tbl Cornstarch 

 

Crust: Combine all ingredients until crumbly; 

pat half of mixture into greased 9x13 pan. 

 

Filling: In Saucepan, combine rhubarb, sugar, 

cornstarch and water; cook until clear. 

Blend in vanilla; pour over crust.  Sprinkle with 

remaining crumb mixture; Bake at 350 for 20 

minutes.    

 

 

 

For flowers that bloom about 

our feet; 

For tender grass, so fresh, so 

sweet; 

For song of bird, and hum of 

bee; 

For all things fair we hear or 

see, 

Father in heaven, we thank 

Thee! 

For blue of stream and blue 

of sky; 

For pleasant shade of branches high; 

For fragrant air and cooling breeze; 

For beauty of the blooming trees, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson (from “We Thank Thee”) 

 

Please keep our residents in your prayers! 

 

Divine Rehabilitation and Nursing 

Janet Barnes 

Vicki Quincy 

Sue Lewison 

Orchard Manor 

Christina Cathman 

Bill Rotramel 

Doris Schneider 

Morningside Assisted Living 

Marilyn Brodt 

Park Place Senior Living 

Geraldine Croft 

Duane Furrer  

Joann Schrader 

Anna Grunder 

Riverside Transitional Care (Lacrosse) 

Donna Blackbourn 

Aspire Senior Living (Oshkosh) 

Harriet Brun 

https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-21/
https://www.thefactsite.com/shakespeare-facts/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-14/
https://www.thefactsite.com/sinking-of-titanic/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-30/

