
 

 

 

 

 

1450 Second Street 

Fennimore, WI 53809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January and February 2024 

Newsletter  



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

     I had a wonderful trip to the Dominican 

Republic, but I am glad to be back to Fennimore 

and Stitzer UMCs. I stayed with my brother and his 

wife at their apartment during my visit.  He 

bought another apartment that needed 

attention and care.  So, I helped him to transform 

the apartment into a place ready for anyone to 

live. I helped retouch the apartment with white 

paint, with the installation of the air conditioner 

unit, with cleaning, and with buying a few things 

for anyone to be comfortable staying in that 

apartment. 

 

     The traffic in the Dominican Republic is simply 

organized chaos. They don’t have enough 

highways to adequately move the traffic from 

North to South or from East to West and vice 

versa. Ironically, no one wants to hit another car, 

but they also want to be first!  So, if someone 

panics in the middle of an intersection, that 

person is not going anywhere. I had to drive very 

carefully, without fear, and my adrenaline went 

from very high to very low, but I did not lose self-

control while driving in the Dominican Republic!  

 

      The premium gas there costs more than 350 

pesos per gallon ($5.95 in U.S. dollars), but it is just 

the same regular gas that they will put in your car. 

Then regular gas is 292 pesos per gallon, which is 

equivalent to $4.96 in U.S. dollars. The U.S. dollar is 

exchanged at 58.80 pesos per dollar.  Of course, 

this all depends upon where the exchange takes 

place.   

 

     I also had the opportunity to visit several friends 

and spend time sharing a meal and talking with 

them. I also spent time finding a buyer for two 

pieces of land I own in the Dominican Republic. I 

was very successful and hope that my next trip to 

the Dominican Republic will finalize the sale of 

these two land parcels. I just need to wait for the 

titles to be issued by the Office of Deeds and 

Titles.  

 

      I went to talk to the Bishop of the Dominican 

Evangelical Church while I was there, and he 

wants to build a swimming pool for the little 

children in the Christian Camp of Bani. Bani is 

about 60 minutes from the city of Santo Domingo, 

toward the south of the Island.  It is a very warm 

area and it would be the only refreshing 

recreational activity for the little ones inside the 

Christian Camp of Bani.  Please pray for the 

swimming pool project at the camp, so that the 

Good Lord will provide the resources and the 

people to accomplish this project.  

 

      In general, I had a good time.  But, of course 

sometimes I found myself speaking in English to 

people who could not respond back to me in 

English!  It was very warm and humid there, 

however, thanks to the air conditioner my brother 

has in his apartment, I was able to sleep well at 

night. It was a very good trip and I felt God’s 

blessings. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Rev. Rey Díaz, Pastor 

 

 

(Tentative – Schedule Subject to Change) 

February 4, 11, 18 and 25:  
8:00 AM – Worship at Fennimore UMC 

LIVE on Facebook (@fennimoreumc) 

11:00 AM – Worship at Stitzer UMC  

LIVE on Facebook (@stitzerumc) 

 

6:30 PM – Sunday Evening Worship at Fennimore  

 



2024 Lenten Mid-Week  

Service Schedule 
(Tentative – Schedule Subject to Change) 

Combined Lenten Worship 

Ash Wednesday (February 14, 2024):  

7:00 PM at Fennimore UMC 

Wednesday, February 21:  

7:00 PM at Stitzer UMC 

Soup and Sandwich Supper from 6 – 6:45 PM 

Wednesday, February 28: 

7:00 PM at Fennimore UMC 

Soup and Sandwich Supper from 6 – 6:45 PM 

Wednesday, March 6:  

7:00 PM at Stitzer UMC 

Soup and Sandwich Supper from 6 – 6:45 PM 

Wednesday, March 13: 

7:00 PM at Fennimore UMC 

Soup and Sandwich Supper from 6 – 6:45 PM 

Wednesday, March 20: 

7:00 PM at Stitzer UMC 

Soup and Sandwich Supper from 6 – 6:45 PM 

Thursday, March 28: 

Holy Thursday Service 

7:00 PM at Stitzer UMC 

Friday, March 29: 

Good Friday  

7:00 PM at Fennimore UMC 

Please keep our residents in your prayers! 

 

Divine Rehabilitation and Nursing 

Janet Barnes 

Vicki Quincy 

Sue Lewison 

Orchard Manor 

Christina Cathman 

Doris Schneider 

Morningside Assisted Living 

Marilyn Brodt 

Geraldine Croft 

Park Place Senior Living 

Duane Furrer  

Joann Schrader 

Anna Grunder 

Riverside Transitional Care (Lacrosse) 

Donna Blackbourn 

Aspire Senior Living (Oshkosh) 

Harriet Brun 

Thank you, Dear FUMC Family, for your many 

expressions of love, care, and concern since my 

fall in September and my 101st birthday on 

December 16.  Your in-person visits, prayers, 

beautiful flowers, gifts, cards, and telephone calls 

meant a lot to me.  Thank you to the FUMC 

Christmas Carolers for singing some of my 

favorite Christmas hymns and songs and the 

added enjoyment of hearing you sing "Happy 

Birthday" to me! 

 

You all are very special to me, and I hope 

your Christmas was blessed with God's love, 

peace, and joy. May 2024 be a time for new 

beginnings, good health, and happiness.  God 

be with you all. 

 

Love, Helen Hansen  

 

Jesus’ Birthday was celebrated on Sunday, 

December 17 at Fennimore UMC!  



January 2024 

Article by JoAnn Wiederholt  

Meeting Update: 

Fennimore United Methodist Women ended 2023 

with many projects and activities.  Our group met 

on December 6th.  The evening began with 

packing our cheer packages.  We constructed 

cheer plates for church members that are above 

80 years of age and for staff at the church. 

Twenty-one double plates for couples and 

seventeen single plates were assembled for 

Christmas cheer distribution.  Twelve gifts were 

also distributed to members that are residents of 

six different long term care facilities.  Two gift 

certificates were mailed to 80 plus members who 

live a distance away.  The cheer packages were 

delivered by members of our group. A bag of 

homemade cutout Christmas cookies was 

included in the packages.  A SPECIAL shoutout to 

four of our members that made the cookies with 

tender loving care – Kim Cathman, Jackie 

Wehrle, Diane Wilkinson and Audrey Doan.  

Thanks ladies! 

After cheer packages were completed, we 

enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner and a short 

meeting.  We also donated $700 to families from 

the Angel Tree.  The Christmas Shoe Box Project 

received a $200 donation from our group also. 

Thank you to our church community for your 

continued support of the United Methodist 

Women. Donations of food to our funeral 

luncheons is so much appreciated, we couldn’t 

do it without your support.  

Happy New Year! 

 Another year has passed and the new 

year is here!  It’s a new year and time for new 

and exciting things. It’s a time for reflection and 

setting intentions for the year ahead.  Here are a 

couple of Bible verses that may help you kick off 

the new year in a powerful way: 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 2 

Corinithians 5:17. 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us a 

new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 

Peter 1:3 

January Thoughts 

● January is the 1st month of the year. 

● January is known to be the coldest month 

in the Northern Hemisphere and the 

warmest in the Southern Hemisphere. 

● Flower: Carnation. 

● Birthstone: Garnet. 

 

What good is the warmth of summer, without the 

cold of winter to give it sweetness." 

 "Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius."  

"The color of springtime is in the flowers, the color 

of winter is in the imagination."  

"One kind word can warm three winter months. 

Hoping this soup recipe will keep you warm 

during those cold January days! 

Pizza Soup 

1-16 oz. tomato sauce 

1 can (large)pizza sauce 

1 can water 

1 can (family size) tomato soup 

1 green pepper-diced 

1 large onion-diced 

1 can black olives-diced 

2-4 oz. cans mushrooms with juice 

1 pkg pepperoni-cut in quarters 

½ lb italian sausage 

2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 

Saute onions and green pepper with a small 

amount of butter.  Brown sausage, drain 

thoroughly.  Combine all ingredients (except 

cheese); heat just until boiling.  Add cheese, stir 

until melted.  Simmer for 1 hour, covered.  

Recipe by: Carole Johnson 

Stitzer United Methodist Sesquicentennial 

Cookbook 



February 2024 

Article by Jackie Wehlre 

February is a month of hope and love for people 

of the upper Midwest. We hope that winter will 

come early, and that love will prevail in 

everyone’s hearts. It is also the month when two 

of America’s most famous presidents were born. 

George Washington a famous Revolutionary 

General and our first American president was 

born. He led a hopeful new nation to freedom 

and a new type of government which we enjoy 

today. Also, Abraham Lincoln was born. He was 

the president during the civil war which 

emancipated the slaves and reunited our country 

back together to hopefully bind the wounds of 

war. 

As for love ancient Greeks identified 8 different 

types of love. 

• Eros – sexual love 

• Philia – deep friendship and affection 

• Ludas – playful love 

• Agape – the strongest which is selfless love 

of mankind “God’s Love” 

• Pragma – longstanding-enduring love 

• Storage – family love-parents for a child  

• Mania – Obsessive love 

St. Valentine’s Day has a long history. It could 

possibly be credited to two different men. One 

who helped Early Christians escape from Roman 

prisons. The other was a man who married soldiers 

against Emperor Claudius ban who thought that 

marriage would distract his warriors. Both were 

caught and executed. The little cherub with the 

arrows that we see often in February is rooted in 

Greek Mythology. Many early Christian leaders 

adopted some of the pagan festivals and 

changed them to a more Christian belief to sway 

the adoption of Christianity away from pagan 

gods and rituals. 

Valentine Trivia! 

• The first valentine sent was by a medieval 

duke to his wife in the 15th Century. 

• Hallmark first offered its first commercial 

valentine cards in 1913. 

• 250 million roses are grown each year just 

for Valentine’s Day. The color of the rose 

has in the past held some significance, but 

not so much today. Red for true love, pink 

for happiness, purple for royalty and white 

for sympathy. Many other types of flowers 

are sent now on Valentine’s Day. 

• Americans typically spend $193 each year 

on Valentine’s Day or about 26 billion in 

2023 on flowers, candy and gifts 

• 8 billion small candy conversation heart 

boxes are produced each year. All of us 

remember them from school. 

• 4 states have cities named Valentine: 

Arizona, Nebraska, Virginia and Texas 

February is also the month when many times Lent 

starts for all Christians. This year it starts on the day 

of love, Valentine’s Day, how appropriate. Lent is 

the preparation to celebrate our Saviors 

resurrection from death on Easter. It is a time of 

prayer, good deeds, self-reflection and self-

denial. It is a time to draw closer to Christ and 

appreciate the love given to use freely. It lasts 40 

days excluding Sunday which is to be a day of 

worship and reflection.  

It ends on Maundy Thursday which 

commemorates the Last Supper between Jesus 

and his disciples. God’s ultimate love for his 

children and his creation is repeated to us 

through Jesus’s birth, ministry, death, and 

resurrection. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

What greater love could we as humans receive, 

but eternal life with our Father and Savior, Agape 

Love 

In this month of love, I encourage everyone to 

share the love with family and friends. Maybe 

send a card or a box of conversational hearts to 

bring back memories. 

 

 

I was going to give up  

lunch meat for Lent … 

But I just couldn’t quit cold turkey! 



 

 

 


