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Apart from Jesus We Can Do Nothing 

John 15: 1-5 

 

Members of Fennimore and Stitzer UMC: Spring 

and summer times are the most productive 

seasons of the year, especially in the northern 

sections of the United States. In some other 

countries, they can cultivate the land all year 

round. In several other countries, depending on 

the season they are in, plants will bear fruit at 

different times of the year than they do here. 

Fruitful plants are designed to produce fruit during 

warm weather. 

In the gospel of John, Jesus teaches his disciples 

that he is the true vine and that his Father God is 

the vine grower. He says that his Father removes 

every branch that bears no fruit. His metaphor is a 

crystal-clear indication that God only keeps 

branches that bear fruit. God is concerned with 

production, but the quality of the production 

comes only as long as the branches keep their 

connection to Him.  

If you are one of the branches connected 

through the gospel to Jesus Christ, God has 

placed you in Jesus so that you may be 

producing the fruit God has assigned you to 

produce. Jesus reveals to his disciples that every 

branch that bears fruit is pruned to make it bear 

more fruit. Of course, Jesus is not speaking here 

about plants and fruit; he is speaking about 

Christians attached to Him. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “You have already 

been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 

you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 

me”. In our case, the four seasons of any year are 

good to produce fruit, to be pruned by the Word 

of the Lord, and to be connected to Jesus. It is 

very clear that apart from Jesus we can do 

nothing. 

The Christian church has created a system to 

care for its branches that need to abide in Jesus. 

It is relevant to our Christian faith to be 

connected to the true vine, Jesus Christ. The 

means of Divine Grace allow God to keep 

pruning us during the course of our lives. The 

active participation of every one of us, as a 

branch that abides in Jesus, will enable God the 

Father to prune us so that we may bear more 

fruit.  

Remember, in verse 5 Jesus says, “I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do nothing.” Therefore, all year 

round we can go in the name of the Lord and 

bear fruit…fruit that will last forever. 

The fruit that Jesus is talking about in the gospel of 

John is related to the involvement of Christians in 

the ministry of the church. We need more 

teachers, evangelists, prophets, deacons and 

deaconesses, people for administration, people 

who go and visit the housebound and members 

who are residents of our local nursing home.  

We need preachers, counselors, and liturgists. We 

need people to keep praying for our church, the 

community, the world and our country. We need 

people to pray for the ministry of the saints. 

Praying for the ministry of the saints can be done 

from home or anywhere. There are many people 

in our community that need to hear the gospel 

and your prayers for them, even when you don’t 

know them, will lead someone to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ with that person. Just 

remember that God has called you to bear much 

fruit. 

Pastor Rey Diaz 

Membership: If you are interested in becoming 

a member of either congregation, please 

contact the Church Office at 

fennimoreumc@tds.net or (608) 822-6797. 

Membership Class(es) Date to be determined.  



(Tentative – Schedule Subject to Change) 

May 5, 12, 19 and 26:  
8:00 AM – Worship at Fennimore UMC 

LIVE on Facebook (@fennimoreumc) 

10:30 AM – Worship at Stitzer UMC  

LIVE on Facebook (@stitzerumc) 

 

6:30 PM – Sunday Evening Worship at Fennimore  

 

May 2024 

Article by Kim Cathman  

  
Meeting Highlights: 

  

The United Women in Faith met the last 

Wednesday in April.  Thirteen of us met and had 

much to discuss. 

  

We lost a devoted and hardworking member in 

Audrey.  She was a faithful servant of our group, 

our church and our community. We all have a 

deep gratitude and appreciation for her, her 

dedication and all she did for us. We shared our 

favorite stories and reminisced.         

  

Our Creation Team is working on a few more 

covers.  Binding is needed and as soon as that is 

done, you will see more covers on the racks. 

We also put out hand crocheted doilies on a 

table in the hallway.  Envelopes are there for a 

free will offering if you’d like one or more. Please 

leave in the church office. 

  

Dates to Remember:  

Next Meeting: June 26th at 6:00 PM 

Salad Luncheon: NEW TIME – Early 

August, Wednesday the 7th (due to the early start 

of school) 

  

MAY 

Who doesn’t love this month?  We have many 

Graduations and weddings during May. And 

Mother’s Day, we can’t forget that.  We see more 

flowers popping up, more birds returning, gentle 

rains and more sunny days, we hope! 

  

The Maypole Dance 

Did you ever dance around the maypole as a 

child? Wrapping a maypole with colorful ribbons 

is a joyous tradition that still exists in some schools 

and communities. 

• Initially, the maypole was a living tree 

chosen from the woods with much 

merrymaking. Ancient Celts danced 

around the tree, praying for the fertility of 

their crops and all living things! 

• For younger people, there was the 

possibility of courtship. If a young woman 

and man paired by sundown, their 

courtship continued so that the couple 

could get to know each other and, 

possibly, marry 6 weeks later on June’s 

Midsummer’s Day. This is how the “June 

wedding” became a tradition. 

• In the Middle Ages, all villages had 

maypoles. Towns would compete to see 

who had the tallest or best maypole. Over 

time, this Old English festival incorporated 

dance performances, plays, and literature. 

People would crown a “May Queen” for 

the day’s festivities.  

 

Calendar Days in May…. 

• May 1 is May Day. Mark the return of spring 

by bringing in branches of forsythia, lilacs, 

or other flowering shrubs from your region. 

May Day is also “Lei Day” in Hawaii. Leis 

are garlands or wreaths that are often 

made with native Hawaiian flowers such 

as plumeria. Nowadays, they are given as 

a symbol of greeting, farewell, affection, 

celebration, or honor, in the spirit of aloha.  

• May 5 is Cinco de Mayo (“The Fifth of 

May”). This day celebrates the victory of 

the Mexican army over the French army at 

The Battle of Puebla in 1862. 

• May 12 is Mother’s Day—don’t forget! Do 

you have something planned to show 

appreciation for your mother?  

https://www.almanac.com/content/what-may-day
https://www.almanac.com/plant/forsythia
https://www.almanac.com/plant/lilacs
https://www.almanac.com/plant/plumeria
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-mothers-day


• May 28 is Armed Forces Day, which honors 

those who serve in all branches of the 

United States military.  

• May 22 is National Maritime Day. Created 

in commemoration of the first 

transoceanic voyage via steamboat 

(completed by the U.S.S. Savannah in 

1819), this holiday recognizes the efforts of 

the U.S. merchant marine during both war 

and peace.  

• May 27 is Memorial Day—a poignant 

reminder of the tenacity of life. It’s tradition 

to raise the flag on this day. 

 

Fun Calendar Days!  

·         May 1: School Principals’ Day 

·         May 2: World Tuna Day 

·         May 4: May the 4th be with you!  (if you’re a 

Star Wars fan) 

·         May 8: No Socks Day 

·         May 8 (second Wednesday in May): Root 

Canal Appreciation Day 

·         May 14: Dance Like a Chicken Day 

  

May’s full Moon, called the Flower Moon, appears 

on Thursday, May 23.  

 

Recipe of the Month: 

This is not from our cookbook, it was found online, 

but it’s one that many people have enjoyed 

because of Audrey!  So, we’ll share it. If you make 

it, remember her! She loved to bake several 

loaves, sharing with so many, for no particular 

reason, just because! 

 

Best Ever Banana Bread 

  

Ingredients: 

1 ¾ Cups All Purpose Flour 

1 ½ Cups Sugar 

1 tsp Baking Soda 

½ tsp Salt 

2 Large Eggs, Room Temperature 

2 Medium Bananas, Mashed (1 cup) 

½ Cup Canola Oil 

¼ Cup plus 1 TBL Buttermilk 

1 tsp Vanilla 

1/2 Cup Chopped Nuts (if desired) 

  

Directions: 

In a large bowl, stir together flour, sugar, baking 

soda and salt. 

In another bowl, combine the eggs, bananas, oil, 

buttermilk and vanilla.  

Add to flour mixture,  

Stir until mixed, do not beat.   

Fold in nuts 

Pour into greased 9x5 loaf pan. 

Bake at 325” for 1 ¼ to 1 ½ hours or until a 

toothpick comes out clean. 

 

*I check at 1 hour.  If I put in two smaller bread 

pans, I check at 45 minutes. 

  

OF COURSE we had to publish this pickle recipe in 

memory of Audrey. She was proud we served the 

pickles at our funeral luncheons. We’ll try to keep 

them going! 

  

Off the Floor Pickles 

From our Cookbook (page 194)    

Avis Edge 

 

1 Gal Jar with screw top lid                 

¼ Cup Whole Mixed Spices 

2 Tbl Salt                                              

4 Cups White Vinegar 

2 Tbl Alum 

  

Fill Jar with medium sized washed cucumbers. Put 

in Salt, Alum granules, spices and vinegar. Then fill 

rest of jar with water; let set for 1 month, shaking 

occasionally.  After one month, empty jar out and 

wash it; wash the pickles and chuck(cut) them. 

Return them to the clean jar; put in 4 cups of 

sugar.  Close jar and shake sugar into pickles. 

Shake occasionally until sugar makes it’s own 

juice. Can be kept in basement or refrigerator; will 

keep for a year. No cooking or canning.  

  

In closing – we are thankful for each and every 

one of the members of this church.  

 

Nature is springing back to life and we see 

renewal and beauty. We need renewal in our 

hope, strength and faith. 

 

As we enter the month of May, show gratitude to 

the Lord in prayer for the blessing of a fresh start 

and a new beginning. It will give you peace and 

joy. 

             

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

 

 

 

https://www.almanac.com/fact/armed-forces-day-observed-on-the-third-holiday
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2024-05-22
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-memorial-day


It is hard to believe that we just wrapped up 

the 2023-2024 Christian Education year! We 

had a great year learning all about Bible 

stories.  We ended the year still in the Old 

Testament.  Next year we plan to continue 

where we left off.   

 

We are excited for VBS!  We will be partnering 

with St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.  VBS will be 

held at Fennimore United Methodist Church.  It 

will run July 21-25 from 5:00 – 8:00 PM.  A meal 

will be served for participants and their families 

from 5 – 5:30 with VBS beginning at 5:30 PM in 

the sanctuary.  The VBS theme this year is 

“Twists and Turns”.  From classic tabletop 

games to video games and more, kids will play 

their way through VBS while learning that Jesus 

guides them through all the twists and turns of 

their lives. They’ll find that even when they mess 

up it’s never “game over.”  We hope to see 

everyone there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank everyone for all the cards, visits, 

gifts, etc. for my 92nd Birthday! Thank you to my 

family for hosting my birthday party at 

Morningside where I now live. Also, thank you 

to my daughter Debbie, who took me to my 

very good friend’s funeral, Audrey Doan. At the 

luncheon, so many people stopped and said 

“Hello”. I really miss being a part of the UMW 

and Church. 

 

God Bless, Marilyn Brodt 

Please keep our residents in your prayers! 
 

Divine Rehabilitation and Nursing 

Janet Barnes 

Vicki Quincy 

Sue Lewison 

Orchard Manor 

Christina Cathman 

Bill Rotramel 

Doris Schneider 

Morningside Assisted Living 

Marilyn Brodt 

Park Place Senior Living 

Geraldine Croft 

Duane Furrer  

Joann Schrader 

Anna Grunder 

Riverside Transitional Care (Lacrosse) 

Donna Blackbourn 

Aspire Senior Living (Oshkosh) 

Harriet Brun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was Moses' wife, Zipphora, known as 

when she'd throw dinner parties?  

"The hostess with the Moses." 



Feed My Starving Children 

Our Confirmation Students packed 207 boxes at 

the Boscobel Feed My Starving Children Mobile 

pack in April. This will feed 122 kids for 1 year!  


